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instinctively demands from us that we spin and weave our cloth
in our own homes.
Like the students, lawyers also have enquired of me in
Bengal, in Madras and also in Kumbakonam and it is not for us
to point the finger of scorn at them, if they have not seen their way
to suspend practice, but I venture to invite them to follow the gospel
of swadeshi and in every way possible to help the swadeshi move-
ment, at least they are expected to have the courage of wearing
khaddar in the law-courts. If they have faith in swaraj, I certainly
expect them and their household to set apart an hour or two every
day for spinning religiously. If today people of different types and
qualities have found themselves on public platforms, I hope that
the lawyers will be patient enough and realize the dignity of labour
and realize the dignity of service among the rank and file. Cou-
rage, endurance and above all, fearlessness and spirit of willing
sacrifices are the qualities that are required today in India for
leadership. I have not a shadow of doubt in my mind that an il-
literate Panchama brother who can exhibit these qualities in their
fulness is more able than a frail person like myself to lead a move-
ment of this character, for what we are pining for is not a compli-
cated thing, but a very simple thing called swaraj, our birthright.
I have no doubt in my mind that simple godfearing women can
lead a movement of this character if they have the qualities that I
have mentioned and I invite the women of Trichinopoly to play
their part and give their full share on the altar of sacrifice. Seeing
that our battle is non-violent, I warn everyone in this audience
against the spirit of intolerance seizing hold of us. Students who
have left schools or colleges or lawyers who have suspended prac-
tice may not adopt an air of superiority and look down upon those
students and lawyers who have not conformed to the Congress
resolution. There is room enough on the swaraj platform for the
weakest and the strongest of Indians. The army of non-violence
can take in children and even disabled men if they have got a
true heart.
One thing more in connection with the Moplah revolt and I
shall have done. I know that what has happened in Malabar has
been preying upon all of us who have understood anything about
the situation there. My heart bleeds to think that our Moplah
brethren have gone mad, I am grieved to find that they have
killed officers. I am grieved to think that they have looted Hindu
houses leaving many hundreds of men and women homeless and
foodless. I am grieved to think that they have endeavoured forcibly
to convert Hindus to Islam and by all these acts they have done